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1
SECURE CONTENT ACCESS
AUTHORIZATION

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 12/956,004, filed on Nov. 30, 2010, which is
incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

As more and more information content becomes available,
more and more demands are placed on content providers to 1)
provide users with access to the content; and 2) do so in a
controlled manner to preserve security and to preserve their
revenue stream. Today, some online sources of content (e.g.,
providers of streaming video) rely on their own servers for
supplying the content, and on their own interfaces (e.g., Inter-
net or web pages) for securing that content. However, as
additional distribution entities come online, there is a need for
more sophisticated and more secure content distribution
authorization methods.

SUMMARY

The features described herein relate generally to securely
authorizing access to any type of informational content (e.g.,
audio data, video data, audiovisual movies, books, encryp-
tion/decryption keys for accessing other content, and any
other desired type of information). In some embodiments,
three server entities may be used. One entity may be a content
management device, such as a server, responsible for overall
management of content intake and distribution. Another
entity can be a delivery device, such as a server, responsible
for storage of content, validation of content requests, and
delivery of content to validated users. A third entity can be an
authorization device, such as a server, which can be an addi-
tional server that offers the delivery server’s content to a set of
users.

In some embodiments, the delivery server may receive a
request for content, and the request may include two tokens.
Onetoken may be signed by the authorization server, and may
contain the content management server’s unique identifier for
the requested content. This first token may indicate that the
authorization server has approved of the requested access.
The other token may be signed by the content management
server, and may contain both the content management serv-
er’s unique identifier for the requested content, as well as the
delivery server’s unique identifier for the requested content.
The second token may provide a verified association between
the content authorized by the authorization server and the
content as stored at the delivery server. With the two tokens,
separate entities may be used for delivering and authorizing
requests for content.

The delivery server may validate the request in a variety of
ways. For example, the delivery server can confirm that the
tokens have content identifiers that refer to the same content;
the delivery server can check the age of the tokens, or that the
tokens are properly signed.

The preceding presents a simplified summary in order to
provide a basic understanding of some aspects of the disclo-
sure. The summary is not an extensive overview of the dis-
closure. It is neither intended to identify key or critical ele-
ments of the disclosure nor to delineate the scope of the
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disclosure. The summary merely presents some concepts of
the disclosure in a simplified form as a prelude to the descrip-
tion below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present disclosure is illustrated by way of example and
not limited in the accompanying figures in which like refer-
ence numerals indicate similar elements and in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates an example communication network on
which various features described herein may be imple-
mented.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example hardware configuration that
can be used to implement the various computing devices and
entities described herein.

FIG. 3 illustrates an example communication network on
which various features described herein may be imple-
mented.

FIGS. 4a&b illustrate an example secure content handling
process.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following description of various illustrative embodi-
ments, reference is made to the accompanying drawings,
which form a part hereof, and in which is shown, by way of
illustration, various embodiments in which aspects of the
disclosure may be practiced. It is to be understood that other
embodiments may be utilized, and structural and functional
modifications may be made, without departing from the scope
of the present disclosure.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example information distribution net-
work 100 on which many of the various features described
herein may be implemented. Network 100 may be any type of
information distribution network, such as satellite, telephone,
cellular, wireless, etc. One example may be an optical fiber
network, a coaxial cable network or a hybrid fiber/coax
(HFC) distribution network. Such networks 100 use a series
of interconnected communication lines 101 (e.g., coaxial
cables, optical fibers, wireless links, etc.) to connect multiple
premises 102 (e.g., businesses, homes, consumer dwellings,
etc.) to a central office 103 (e.g., a headend, a processing
facility, etc.). A content provider, e.g., via a central office 103,
may allow access to information or may transmit downstream
information signals onto the lines 101, and each premises 102
may have a receiver used to receive and process those signals.

There may be one line 101 originating from the central
office 103, and it may be split a number of times to distribute
the signal to various premises 102 in the vicinity (which may
be many miles) of the central office 103. The lines 101 may
include components not illustrated, such as splitters, filters,
amplifiers, etc. to help convey the signal clearly, but in general
each split introduces a bit of signal degradation. Portions of
the lines 101 may also be implemented with fiber-optic cable,
while other portions may be implemented with coaxial cable,
other lines, or wireless communication paths. By running
fiber optic cable along some portions, for example, signal
degradation in those portions may be significantly mini-
mized, allowing a single central office 103 to reach even
farther with its network of lines 101 than before.

The various premises 102 may be connected (through wir-
ing and/or wireless connections) to one another, forming a
local premises access network operationally distinct from
another local access network. The connected homes forming
a local premises access network may be located near one
another, such as neighboring townhomes, individual apart-
ments in a downtown highrise, or the like. For example, a
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local premises access network may include the various pre-
mises 102. Another group of homes (not shown) may form a
separate local premises access network. The local premises
access network of the various premises 102 may be identifi-
able from the separate local premises access network. A local
premises access network may also be associated with a par-
ticular geographic region (e.g., city, county, geographic area,
etc.). In some embodiments, homes connected to a termina-
tion system (TS), such as a modem termination system
(MTS), may form a local premises access network.

The central office 103 may include a termination system
(TS) 104, such as a cable modem termination system (CMTS)
in an example of an HFC-type network, which may be a
computing device configured to manage communications
between devices on the network of lines 101 and backend
devices such as servers 105-107 (to be discussed further
below). In the example of an HFC-type network, the MTS
may be as specified in a standard, such as the Data Over Cable
Service Interface Specification (DOCSIS) standard, pub-
lished by Cable Television Laboratories, Inc. (a.k.a. Cable-
Labs), or it may be a similar or modified device instead. The
MTS may be configured to place data on one or more down-
stream frequencies to be received by modems at the various
premises 102, and to receive upstream communications from
those modems on one or more upstream frequencies. The
central office 103 may also include one or more network
interfaces 108, which can permit the central office 103 to
communicate with various other external networks 109.
These networks 109 may include, for example, Internet Pro-
tocol (IP) networks Internet devices, telephone networks,
cellular telephone networks, fiber optic networks, local wire-
less networks (e.g., WIMAX), satellite networks, and any
other desired network, and the interface 108 may include the
corresponding circuitry needed to communicate on the net-
work 109, and to other devices on the network such as a
cellular telephone network and its corresponding cell phones.

As noted above, the central office 103 may include a variety
of computing devices, such as servers 105-107, that may be
configured to perform various functions. For example, the
central office 103 may include a push notification server 105.
The push notification server 105 may generate push notifica-
tions to deliver data and/or commands to the various premises
102 in the network (or more specifically, to the devices in the
premises 102 that are configured to detect such notifications).
The central office 103 may also include a content server 106.
The content server 106 may be one or more computing
devices that are configured to provide content to users in the
homes. This content may be, for example, video on demand
movies, television programs, songs, services, information,
text listings, etc. In some embodiments, the content server
106 may include software to validate (or initiate the valida-
tion of) user identities and entitlements, locate and retrieve (or
initiate the locating and retrieval of) requested content,
encrypt the content, and initiate delivery (e.g., streaming,
transmitting via a series of content fragments) of the content
to the requesting user and/or device.

The central office 103 may also include one or more appli-
cation servers 107. An application server 107 may be a com-
puting device configured to offer any desired service, and
may run various languages and operating systems (e.g., serv-
lets and JSP pages running on Tomcat/MySQL, OSX, BSD,
Ubuntu, Redhat, HTMLS5, JavaScript, AJAX and COMET).
For example, an application server may be responsible for
collecting television program listings information and gener-
ating a data download for electronic program guide listings.
Another application server may be responsible for monitor-
ing user viewing habits and collecting that information for use
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in selecting advertisements. Another application server may
be responsible for formatting and inserting advertisements in
a video stream and/or content item being transmitted to the
premises 102.

An example premises 102a may include a modem 110 (or
another receiver and/or transmitter device suitable for a par-
ticular network), which may include transmitters and receiv-
ers used to communicate on the lines 101 and with the central
office 103. The modem 110 may be, for example, a coaxial
cable modem (for coaxial cable lines 101), a fiber interface
node (for fiber optic lines 101), or any other desired modem
device. The modem 110 may be connected to, or be a part of,
a gateway interface device 111. The gateway interface device
111 may be a computing device that communicates with the
modem 110 to allow one or more other devices in the home to
communicate with the central office 103 and other devices
beyond the central office. The gateway 111 may be a set-top
box (STB), digital video recorder (DVR), computer server, or
any other desired computing device. The gateway 111 may
also include (not shown) local network interfaces to provide
communication signals to other devices in the home (e.g.,
user devices), such as televisions 112, additional STBs 113,
personal computers 114, laptop computers 115, wireless
devices 116 (wireless laptops and netbooks, mobile phones,
mobile televisions, personal digital assistants (PDA), etc.),
and any other desired devices. (e.g., remote smartphone 117).
Examples of the local network interfaces may include Mul-
timedia Over Coax Alliance (MoCA) interfaces, Ethernet
interfaces, universal serial bus (USB) interfaces, wireless
interfaces (e.g., IEEE 802.11), Bluetooth interfaces, and oth-
ers.

FIG. 2 illustrates general hardware elements that can be
used to implement any of the various computing devices
discussed herein. The computing device 200 may include one
or more processors 201, which may execute instructions of a
computer program to perform any of the features described
herein. The instructions may be stored in any type of com-
puter-readable medium or memory, to configure the operation
of'the processor 201. For example, instructions may be stored
in a read-only memory (ROM) 202, random access memory
(RAM) 203, removable media 204, such as a Universal Serial
Bus (USB) drive, compact disk (CD) or digital versatile disk
(DVD), floppy disk drive, or any other desired electronic
storage medium. Instructions may also be stored in an
attached (or internal) storage 205 (e.g., hard drive, flash, etc.).
The computing device 200 may include one or more output
devices, such as a display 206 (or an external television), and
may include one or more output device controllers 207, such
as avideo processor. There may also be one or more user input
devices 208, such as a remote control, keyboard, mouse,
touch screen, microphone, etc. The computing device 200
may also include one or more network interfaces, such as
input/output circuits 209 (such as a network card) to commu-
nicate with an external network 210. The network interface
may be a wired interface, wireless interface, or a combination
of the two. In some embodiments, the interface 209 may
include amodem (e.g., a cable modem), and network 210 may
include the communication lines 101 discussed above, the
external network 109, an in-home network, a provider’s wire-
less, coaxial, fiber, or hybrid fiber/coaxial distribution system
(e.g., a DOCSIS network), or any other desired network.

The FIG. 2 example is an example hardware configuration
(which can include software as well). Modifications may be
made to add, remove, combine, divide, etc. components as
desired. Additionally, the components illustrated may be
implemented using basic computing devices and compo-
nents, and the same components (e.g., processor 201, storage
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202, user interface 205, etc.) may be used to implement any of
the other computing devices and components described
herein. For example, the various components herein may be
implemented using computing devices having components
such as a processor executing computer-executable instruc-
tions stored on a computer-readable medium, as illustrated in
FIG. 2.

One or more aspects of the disclosure may be embodied in
a computer-usable data and/or computer-executable instruc-
tions, such as in one or more program modules, executed by
one or more computers or other devices. Generally, program
modules include routines, programs, objects, components,
data structures, etc. that perform particular tasks or imple-
ment particular abstract data types when executed by a pro-
cessor in a computer or other data processing device. The
computer executable instructions may be stored on one or
more computer readable media such as a hard disk, optical
disk, removable storage media, solid state memory, RAM,
etc. As will be appreciated by one of skill in the art, the
functionality of the program modules may be combined or
distributed as desired in various embodiments. In addition,
the functionality may be embodied in whole or in part in
firmware or hardware equivalents such as integrated circuits,
field programmable gate arrays (FPGA), and the like. Particu-
lar data structures may be used to more effectively implement
one or more aspects of the invention, and such data structures
are contemplated within the scope of computer executable
instructions and computer-usable data described herein.

As discussed above, the central office of an information
distribution or access network may transmit information
downstream to various user devices. The transmitted infor-
mation may include content for consumption (e.g., playback,
viewing, listening, display, storage, etc.) by a user via user
equipment, such as a gateway interface device (e.g., gateway
interface device 111 of FIG. 1) and/or other computing device
(e.g., televisions 112, additional STBs 113, personal comput-
ers 114, laptop computers 115, wireless devices 116 of FIG.
1). To assist in providing the content to a user, a content
provider may implement in their distribution network an
information distribution management system that includes
one or more information distribution management devices
(e.g., one or more servers and/or other devices) configured to
perform various processes related to managing the providing
of content to the user equipment (e.g., user device).

For example, such managing may include requesting, cre-
ating and handling various sessions (e.g., user sessions, mul-
ticast group sessions, cache fill sessions, quality of service
sessions); managing transmission of the content (e.g., man-
aging the establishing of transmissions providing unicast
content, such as on demand, and linear content, such as mul-
ticast content); monitoring usage data of the distribution net-
work, and/or handling requests and notifications from user
equipment. As another example, managing may include man-
aging the content discovery, content locating and content
delivery processes of the distribution network. In some
embodiments, the managing and/or other aspects may be
implemented using IP (Internet Protocol) and/or HTTP (Hy-
pertext Transfer Protocol) based processes. For example,
communication between various devices may be performed
using HTTP and/or IP packets. In one example, a session
manager server may locate a streaming server and/or a mul-
ticast address for a particular content item, and may notify
user equipment of the streaming server and/or multicast
address for the particular content item using HTTP or IP
packets. The user equipment may receive the particular con-
tent item (via, for example, a unicast signal and/or a multicast
signal) by receiving HTTP packets that include fragments of
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the content item and metadata identifying the streaming
server and/or multicast address. In some embodiments, com-
munication between devices may use only a single protocol
(e.g., only HTTP packets or IP packets). Content items may
also be transmitted using the single protocol (e.g., HTTP
packets including fragments of content items). Details of
these processes, and others, will be discussed in further detail
below.

Content discovery processes may include supporting the
discovery of content for various content items being provided
by or available on a network. For example, content discovery
processes may support the discovery of content items for
multicast, linear, video on demand, or other type of transmis-
sion. In some embodiments, content discovery and the vari-
ous related processes may use an HTTP-based approach (e.g.,
communication is via HTTP and/or IP packets) that includes
communication between user equipment, application servers,
and other various servers of the network.

Content locating processes may include supporting the
setup of various sessions and managing the resources of the
information distribution network. In some embodiments,
content locating processes may enforce entitlement proce-
dures and digital rights management (DRM) licenses. Addi-
tionally, in some embodiments, content locating and the vari-
ous related processes may use an HTTP based approach that
includes communication between user equipment, session
manager servers, and other servers in and out of the network.

Content delivery processes may include supporting the
streaming of the content items from various servers, such as a
streaming server of the central office. In some embodiments,
content delivery processes may enable user equipment to
receive multicast signals (e.g., signals directed at a plurality
and/or group of user equipment) and/or receive unicast sig-
nals (e.g., signals directed at a specific user device). Addi-
tionally, in some embodiments, content streaming and the
various related processes may use an HTTP or IP based
approach that includes communication between user equip-
ment, content servers, and other servers of the central office.

FIG. 3 illustrates an example system of components that
may be implemented on the network 100, and which may be
used to implement various features described herein to supply
or allow access to various content (e.g., audio data, video
data, audiovisual movies, books, and any other desired type of
information) to users. The system may include premises 102,
central office 103 and network 109 as discussed above, as
well as a device (e.g., laptop computer 115) within (or out-
side, or otherwise associated with) the premises that is
requesting to access secured content. The system may also
include one or more additional computing devices, such as
servers that, as discussed below, can operate together to pro-
vide access to controlled content. The servers in the examples
herein may be any desired type of computing device.

An example system may employ a three-part approach to
the handling of secured content. The first part may be a
content management server (CMS) 301. The various servers
referenced herein may be any type of computing device. The
CMS 301 may be a computing device that is configured to
initially receive and process content that will be made avail-
able to users. For example, a CMS 301 may receive a digital
copy of a movie that will be offered on a pay-per-view or on
demand basis. The CMS may process the digital copy so that
its video is in a suitable format for playback by users (e.g.,
performing video up/down scaling, color adjustments, audio
conversion, language track insertion, close-captioning, three-
dimension processing, etc.). The CMS may also encrypt the
content for secure access.
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The second part may be a delivery server (DS) 302. The DS
302 may receive the encrypted content from the CMS 301,
and may store it in a computer-readable medium, such as one
or more hard drives, RAID arrays, FLASH memories, optical
drives, etc. The DS 302 may authorize access to, and retrieval
of, the stored content, and may also provide content decryp-
tion keys to authorized recipients of the secured content. The
DS 302 may act as a policy enforcement point, validating
requests for content by examining tokens as discussed below.

The third part may be an authorization server (AS) 303.
The AS 303 may authorize users to receive secured content,
and may provide a front-end interface to the users for doing
so. For example, the AS 303 may include an Internet server
(or device for accessing any other private or public network),
and may provide a web page that users can access to request
and receive video on demand offerings. For example, auserin
the premises 102 may be using laptop 115 to browse an AS
303 web page, and may select one for viewing. The laptop 115
may execute an AS player software program, which can be
any desired type of software and/or hardware used to view
selections, watch, and/or otherwise access content for a user.
Example AS players can be a general web browser (Javascript
or Flash client side script, browser plug in, etc.), or a dedi-
cated application. In some embodiments, a web browser plug-
in may be installed to add functionality described below. The
player can be running on the consumption device (or content
receiving device), or it can be running on a different device
from the consumption device. The AS 303 may also provide
billing services to collect payment for the on demand offer-
ings, for example. The AS 303 may act as a policy decision
point, making a determination of whether the request for
content is approved by the AS 303.

The three-part system allows flexibility. For example, a
single DS 302 can work with multiple different AS 303’s,
with each AS 303 offering their own users access to the
content. Although the various entities (or systems) above (AS
303, DS 302, CMS 301) are described and illustrated sepa-
rately, they need not be physically separate, and need not have
different ownership. For example, a single location and/or
provider may operate multiple ones of these entities.

FIGS. 4A&B illustrate an example process by which
access to content can be controlled. The various steps may be
performed by different entities in the system (e.g., the CMS
301, DS 302 and AS 303), as discussed below. In step 401, the
AS 303 may provide its public key to the DS 302. This can
occur when the AS 303 is initially installed or activated, or at
any desired time in preparation for offering content to users,
to establish a level of security with the DS 302 for future
transactions. The public key can be of any desired type, com-
patible with any desired type of public keying infrastructure
(PKI) security protocol. For example, the public key can be
part of an RSA (Rivest, Shamir, Adleman) public key cryp-
tosystem, and the AS 303 may be configured to encrypt con-
tent using an RSA algorithm and sign it with an SHA-1
(Secure Hash Algorithm-1, from the National Institutes of
Standards and Technology) algorithm. The public key can
establish a level of trust between the AS 303 and a recipient of
a message signed and encrypted by the AS 303, using a
trusted certificate authority. Other types of shared trust can be
used as well. For example, the AS 303 and DS 302 may have
a shared secret, and may use a symmetric cryptography digi-
tal signature algorithm, such as HMAC-SHAL.

In step 402, the DS 302 and CMS 301 may also establish
level of trust between themselves. This level of trust need not
be public, however, and may simply be a shared secret using,
for example, an HMAC-SHA1 (Hash-based Message
Authentication Code using an SHA-1 algorithm) approach.
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The shared secret between the DS 302 and CMS 301 may
allow those two systems to privately authenticate messages
transmitted between the two. Alternatively, this shared trust
may be a public key cryptography approach, such as that
described above between the AS 303 and DS 302.

In step 403, the CMS 301 may determine whether new
content is available for processing. This may occur, for
example, if a content supplier (e.g., a movie distributor)
requests to upload, or otherwise make available, a new piece
of content (e.g., a movie) to the CMS 301.

If new content is available, then the CMS 301 may process
the content in step 404. The processing may include any
desired processing to render the content suitable for access by
or download to users. For example, the processing may
include encryption, storage and/or format conversion, to gen-
erate multiple versions or releases of the content for con-
sumption on different devices. The different releases can be
based on the type of coding/decoding (CODEC) capabilities
supported by the different consumption devices, different
physical capabilities of the consumption devices (e.g., high
definition display resolution, standard definition, screen size,
color palette, audio channels and speakers, audio range, etc.),
transmission bandwidth usable by the different consumption
devices (e.g., different data rates for difterent types of com-
munication lines 101), segmenting content into smaller
pieces for ease of delivery, and any other desired processing.

The content (or the various releases thereof) can also be
encrypted by the CMS 301. The encryption can be performed
using any desired type of encryption algorithm and basis of
trust, such as the AES shared secret approach noted above.
The resulting releases, and any additional data associated
therewith (e.g., encryption details, metadata, etc.) may then
be stored by the CMS 301 in any desired storage (e.g., a
memory 205). The CMS 301 may also assign each release a
unique CMS identifier. An example CMS release identifier
for a piece of content may be an ASCII string, such as the
following:

“1xY35fRVNImmyK510j6sXq5XS5FFrf4z_~

The processing may also include storing various pieces of
data for a given content. For example, the CMS 301 can store
a database identifying the various pieces of content, along
with metadata for the content identifying the above charac-
teristics. In some embodiments, the CMS 301 may generate a
metadata file for the content release, and may store the con-
tents at a location addressable via URL. In some embodi-
ments, the metadata file may be a QMX file.

In step 405, the CMS 301 may deliver one or more of the
various pieces of content (e.g., the audio/video content files
and any associated metadata) to the DS 302. This transmis-
sion may be made, for example, using a shared secret com-
munication between the CMS 301 and DS 302. The CMS 301
can also deliver one or more keys associated with the content.
For example, the keys may be content keys that a consuming
device will use to decrypt the secured content for playback.

In step 406, the DS 302 may store the content in a memory
or persistent storage medium (e.g., hard drive 205), and may
maintain a database identifying each release by its release
identifier, identifying the physical location in which it is
stored at the DS 302 (e.g., the directory path to the location on
hard drive 205), and identifying the content key supplied from
the CMS 301 for the release. The DS 302 may also generate
its own content identifier for the same release, and may trans-
mit the DS content or release identifier back to the CMS 301.
The DS release identifier may also be an ASCII string, such as
the following:
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“BFCDF3E6CA6CEF45543BFBB57509C92A”

Note that the DS release identifier may be a unique identi-
fier for a piece of content (or for a particular version of a piece
of content, such as a high-definition version of a movie) that
is recognizable by the DS 302, but need not have any meaning
to the CMS 301. To the CMS 301, this DS identifier may
simply be treated as an opaque string of characters. Con-
versely, the CMS release identifier may be recognizable by
the CMS 301, but may be treated as an opaque string of
characters by the DS 302. Upon receipt of the various pieces
of information from the DS 302, the CMS 301 may update its
database to correlate the DS release identifier with the CMS
release identifier for a particular piece of content.

In step 407, the CMS 301 may transmit a message to an AS
303, indicating that the new piece of content (or its various
releases) is now available for downloading by users. The
message may include the CMS content or release identifier
for the new content, or multiple identifiers if multiple releases
of'the content are made available. The message may include
other information about the releases as well (e.g., identifying
parameters of the versions of the different releases, identify-
ing consumption device or bandwidth requirements, etc.),
and the AS 303 may then update its own records to indicate
that the new release(s) is/are available. Various AS players

10

plug-in software program may include support for the shared
secret level of trust established in step 402, and may handle
secure communications with the CMS 301 and DS 302 on
behalf of the laptop 115 or AS player. The plug-in identifier
itself may be any desired value, such as the following ASCII
string:

“SF6E74427BEB63E74ED775C04B0045B3”

Each instance of the plug-in software can be customized
for the particular user and/or consumption device. Doing so
may help in the recovery of the shared trust between the DS
302 and CMS 301 in the event of a breach involving a plug-in.
Accordingly, the identifier above may be unique to a particu-
lar user or device. The plug-in software may be installed on
the same device running the AS player, and can be used later
in step 417 to pass secure information to the DS 302.

In step 410, the AS player can transmit a request to the AS
303, requesting access to the requested content. The request
may include the CMS release identifier identifying the
requested content, the plug-in identifier, and information
identifying the player (e.g., software CODEC (coder/de-
coder), physical characteristics (e.g., available memory, pro-
cessing, bandwidth, etc.)) that may be used by the AS 303 in
making an access control decision. The request itself may
take the form of an HT'TP GET request, such as the following:

GET

/data/token?pid=1xY35fRVNImmyK5loj6sXq5X5FFrf4z_ &plugin=5F6E74427BEB63E74ED775

C04B0045B3 HTTP/1.1

Host: http://www.authorizationserver.com

(e.g., software applications running on consumption devices,
computers accessing an AS 303 web page, etc.) may then
include the new content in listings of available content pro-
vided to users, and may receive requests from users to pur-
chase and/or rent the content. For example, a user who has
access to or subscribes to a particular AS 303 or an associated
website may view listings of available content (e.g., movies,
shows, songs, etc.).

In step 408, the AS 303 may determine if a request has been
received for a piece of content under its control. This may
occur, for example, if the user of device 115 browses the AS
303’s web site or another menu and selects a movie for
download and viewing on the device 115 as a consumption
device. The user may make this request using a web browser,
orany other interface (e.g., AS player software) via the device
115 (e.g., a native application for the AS 303 may be executed
on the device to allow the user to select offerings and down-
load/decrypt/view them). The overall system may also arrive
at this step if, in step 403, there is no new content to add.

If there is a request for content, then in step 409, the AS
player (e.g., consumption device 115 running AS player soft-
ware or accessing an AS web interface—actions described
herein by the AS player may be performed by such a con-
sumption device executing the player software) may begin a
process to obtain access to the content. In step 409, the AS
player may begin by establishing a plug-in identifier, if the
player happens to be using a plug-in to interact with the DS
302 (in some embodiments, the player itself may include its
own built-in ability to interact with the DS 302, in which case
the various plug-in features described herein can be per-
formed by the player itself). The plug-in identifier may iden-
tify an instance or installation of a plug-in software program
that can be used by the AS player to interact with the DS 302,
and can be established using system properties present at time
of installation (e.g., hardware identifiers, user IDs, etc.). The
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In step 411 (FIG. 4B) the AS 303 may determine whether
the particular request for content should be granted, and
whether the user is entitled to receive the requested content.
The request may also include information identifying the
user, such as an HTTP login session cookie, which may be
sent by the user’s browser along with the request for content.
The determination may involve, for example, checking an
account profile for the identified user to determine if the user
has subscribed to a service level that includes the requested
content. For on demand purchases, the AS 303 may consult
previously-stored payment information for the user (e.g.,
identifying a credit card account, bank account, service
account, etc.), and debit the appropriate account to pay for the
requested content. The AS 303 may also check other param-
eters to confirm that the request is not prohibited by other user
preferences (e.g., age-restricted content, dollar limit, etc.),
and if the requested content is compatible with the AS player
and/or hardware device making the request.

If the requesting user is permitted to obtain the requested
content, the AS 303 may proceed to step 412 and generate an
AS token indicating the authorization. The AS 303 authori-
zation token may be a signed version of the request sent by the
AS player. For example, the AS 303 may signthe HTTP GET
request above (e.g., the “http://www.
authorizationserver.cony/ . . . ) using an OAuth (Open Autho-
rization) mechanism and the AS 303’s own private signing
key. An example set of OAuth parameters may include Key
Identifier, a Nonce challenge, a Timestamp value, an identi-
fication of the signing method (e.g., identifying an algo-
rithm), and a version of OAuth standard. These parameters
may be concatenated to form the following string:

[GET]&[URL]&[Key Identifier|&[Nonce]&

[Signature Method]&[Timestamp|&[OAuth Version]&

[ReleaselD]&[Pluglnld]
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The AS 303 may then sign this string using its signing
algorithm and private key, resulting in a signature. The sig-
nature can then be appended to the string above as an OAuth_
Signature parameter. The resulting string can be the AS 303
authorization token.

In step 413, the AS 303 may return the AS token to the
request AS player. In doing so, the AS 303 may also include
arelease URL identifying a location of the requested content.
The AS token may also contain the CMS release identifier
value for the requested content (e.g., received in step 407).
For example, a release URL and AS token may resemble the
following:

10
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it may immediately begin playback after it receives the con-
tent decryption key (assuming its request is validated below).
Note that although the “content” in this example may be the
underlying video, such as a television program that the user
selected (e.g., a particular episode of ‘Boardwalk Empire’),
the requested ‘content’ may alternatively be the decryption
key for that television program, and the program itself (e.g.,
the actual file containing the video content) may be made
freely available but in an encrypted format that would be
useless to anyone who did not have the decryption key.

In step 419, the DS 302 may validate the request for con-
tent. As part of this validation, the DS 302 may conduct a

http://release.cms.com/select.content?pid=1xY 35fRVNImmyK510j6sXq5X5FFrfdz_ &tf=h

ttp%3 A%2F%2Fwww.authorization

server.com%?2Fauth_ token%3Fpid%3D1xY35fRVNImmyKS510j6sXq5X5FFrfdz_ %26plugin%3D35F6
E74427BEB63E74ED775C04B0045B3%260auth__consumer__key%3Dauth-2009-02-
24%?260auth_ token%3D%260auth_nonce%3D98765%260auth_timestamp%3D1235425242%260aut

h_ signature__method%3DRSA-

SHA1%260auth_version%3D1.0%260auth_signature%3DMdPSalplpWmeghl. Ws%252BFsRAXiw%25
2FQWtmXRXABsiSB6uHQxB4bZheO0mwoHFICq6w9LScbAgEs%252BxvSHjmDDpkkT2aFrjtxu2RXnVDM
Gn2DxNmZVy9EerliS7n06W CaxkmmylgmMd2KZpXWyTTb%252B3MS5uCEeW5r2CfL5m69fR144U960%25

3D

In step 414, the AS player may receive the release URL,
and may send a GET request to the CMS 301 using the URL
to receive a playlist manifest file (e.g., SMIL file) for the
requested content. The manifest file may contain additional
metadata information that the player can use to ultimately
play back the requested content.

In step 415, the CMS 301 may respond to the GET request,
and use the CMS release identifier in the release URL to
consult its stored database to identify the corresponding DS
release identifier for the version of content being requested.

In step 416, the CMS 301 may generate a string containing
both the CMS release identifier and the DS release identifier,
and sign it using the shared secret established with the DS 302
in step 402 to result in a CMS token. The signed value can also
include a string identifying the location (e.g., a URL) where
additional data for the requested content can be located by the
DS 302. For example, the additional data can identify a URL
where the CMS 301 has stored files, such as a metadata file
(e.g., a QMX file), when it processed the content in step 404.
The CMS 301 may then send the signed string as the CMS
token to the AS player.

In step 417, the AS player may initiate execution of the
plug-in for the requested content, and may provide it with
various parameters from the CMS 301. For example, the AS
player may supply the plug-in with the identification of file
location information (e.g., the additional data discussed
above, identifying the metadata file location), as well as the
two tokens (the AS token and the CMS token). In step 418, the
plug-in itself may further process this information to obtain
additional parameters. For example, it may retrieve the meta-
data file from the specified location, and obtain from that file
a copy of the CMS release identifier (a value that should also
be present in the CMS token). The plug-in may also collect an
identifier of the web page that was hosting it (if desired). The
plug-in (or the player) may also then transmit some or all of
this data (e.g., the AS token and CMS token) to the DS 302 as
a request for the content. The request can also include the
parameter information discussed above, and may also include
added data, such as an identifier of the player or plug-in
issuing the request.

The DS 302 may respond by beginning a download of the
requested content to the requesting device. The AS player can
temporarily store (e.g., buffer) the encrypted content, so that
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variety of checks. For example, the DS 302 may obtain the AS
303 public key, and verify that the AS token was indeed
signed by the AS 303. Ifthe signature cannot be verified using
the public key, then the request may be denied.

The DS 302 may consult the time value in the AS token to
determine if the age of the token has exceeded a predeter-
mined age limit. For example, the DS 302 may be configured
to place a time limit, e.g., 10 minutes, on AS tokens, and AS
tokens can be deemed invalid after the time limit passes. A
similar age limit can be established for CMS tokens as well,
and can be a basis for rejecting CMS tokens received by the
DS 302. If either of these time limits is exceeded, then the
request may be invalidated. The DS 302 may also check that
the AS token contains the plug-in identifier that corresponds
with the player currently making the request (e.g., the plug-in
identifier may also be provided separately in the request).

The DS 302 may validate that the CMS token was properly
signed by the CMS 301 using the shared secret established
between the DS 302 and CMS 301 in step 402. If it was not
properly signed, then the request can be invalidated.

The DS 302 may validate that the URL of the page hosting
the AS plug-in is in an approved URL pattern. For example, if
the request includes an identifier of a hosting web page, the
DS 302 can check the web page identification (e.g., its URL)
to see if it violates any policies for authorization (e.g., the DS
302 may retain a list of approved domains, so if the hosting
domain is unauthorized, the request can be denied).

The DS 302 may also determine whether the CMS token
and the AS token both contain the same CMS release identi-
fier for the requested content. If the identifiers are different,
then the request may be invalidated.

The DS 302 may determine whether the CMS token con-
tains a CMS release identifier that matches the one supplied in
the request sent in step 418. The DS 302 may also perform
other validations on the request from the AS player, as dic-
tated by relevant business rules (e.g., purchase cost, user
subscription level, etc.).

If all of these checks and validations pass, then the DS 302
may proceed to step 420, and retrieve the content key and
content, and transmit both to the requesting AS player and its
plug-in. The plug-in itself may place the key in a secure
memory area, or otherwise obscure it, to reduce risk of tam-
pering, and can proceed to use the key to decrypt and play
back the requested content.
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If any of the checks fail, then the DS 302 may proceed to
step 421, and return a message indicating that the request is
denied. The message may include an indication of which
check failed, and the plug-in may cause the AS player (or the
hardware on which it is running) to display a denial message
to the user, along with one or more options for rectifying the
denial.
The illustrated process may then return to step 403 to
determine another piece of new content is available, and the
loop may continue so long as the system is active.
Aspects of the disclosure have been described in terms of
illustrative embodiments thereof. While illustrative systems
and methods as described herein embodying various aspects
of the present disclosure are shown, it will be understood by
those skilled in the art, that the disclosure is not limited to
these embodiments. Modifications may be made by those
skilled in the art, particularly in light of the foregoing teach-
ings.
For example, the steps illustrated in the illustrative figures
may be performed in other than the recited order, and that one
or more steps illustrated may be optional in accordance with
aspects of the disclosure. It will also be appreciated and
understood that modifications may be made without depart-
ing from the true spirit and scope of the present disclosure.
The description is thus to be regarded as illustrative instead of
restrictive on the present disclosure.
What is claimed is:
1. A method comprising:
sending, by a computing device, a request for access to
content, the request comprising at least two security
tokens, wherein a first security token of the at least two
security tokens comprises a content-management-re-
lease identifier of the content, and a second security
token of the at least two security tokens comprises the
content-management-release identifier of the content
and a delivery-system-release identifier of the content,
wherein the delivery-system-release identifier is differ-
ent from the content-management-release identifier; and

in response to the request for access being validated,
receiving a decryption key for the content.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the computing device is
a user device.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the user device com-
prises a web-browser plugin that enables the user device to
play the content.

4. The method of claim 1, comprising:

communicating with an authorization-system server via a

front-end interface to request the access to the content.

5. The method of claim 1, comprising:

receiving a listing of available content, wherein the listing

of available content comprises the content.

6. The method of claim 1, comprising:

receiving, from a session-manager server, a notification of

a streaming server or multicast address for the content.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein communication com-
prising the notification between the session-manager server
and the computing device is performed using a single proto-
col.

8. The method of claim 1, comprising:

requesting the content;

receiving the content; and

decrypting the content using the decryption key.

9. The method of claim 8,

wherein the content is stored in a plurality of formats on a

delivery server, and

wherein the received content is in a format of the plurality

of formats that is compatible with the computing device.
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10. The method of claim 1, comprising:
storing the decryption key in a secure memory area.
11. A method comprising:
sending, by a computing device to an authorization system,
an authorization-token request identifying content;

receiving, from the authorization system, an authorization-
system token comprising a content-management-re-
lease identifier associated with the content and a locator
address for the content;

sending, to a content-management system, a content-man-

agement-token request comprising the locator address;
receiving, from the content-management system, a con-
tent-management token comprising the content-man-
agement-release identifier and a delivery-system-re-
lease identifier associated with the content, wherein the
delivery-system-release identifier is different from the
content-management-release identifier; and
sending, to a delivery system, a request for access to the
content, the request comprising the authorization-sys-
tem token and the content-management token.

12. The method of claim 11,

wherein the content is authorized by the authorization sys-

tem,

wherein the content is stored at the delivery system, and

wherein the content-management token provides a verified

association between the content authorized by the autho-
rization system and the content stored at the delivery
system.

13. The method of claim 11, comprising:

exchanging a shared secret value between the authorization

system and the delivery system; and

authenticating, by the delivery system, the authorization-

system token using the shared secret value.

14. The method of claim 11, comprising:

exchanging a shared secret value between the content-

management system and the delivery system; and
authenticating, by the delivery system, the content-man-
agement token using the shared secret value.

15. The method of claim 11, wherein the authorization
system provides billing service that bills for access to the
content received in response to the request for access to the
content.

16. A method comprising:

identifying, by a computing device, two security tokens in

a request for access to content, a first security token of
the two security tokens comprising a content-manage-
ment-system-release identifier of the content, and a sec-
ond security token of the two security tokens comprising
the content-management-system-release identifier of
the content and a delivery-system-release identifier of
the content, wherein the delivery-system-release identi-
fier is different from the content-management-release
identifier; and

in response to the request for the request for access being

validated, transmitting a decryption key for the content.

17. The method of claim 16, comprising:

validating, by the computing device, the request for access;

and

authorizing, by the computing device, access to the con-

tent.
18. The method of claim 17, wherein the validating com-
prises:
confirming that the content-management-release identifier
in the first security token corresponds to the content;

confirming that the content-management-release identifier
in the second security token corresponds to the content;
and
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confirming that the delivery-system-release identifier in
the second security token corresponds to the content.

19. The method of claim 17, wherein the validating com-
prises verifying that an age of one of the two security tokens
does not exceed a time limit.

20. The method of claim 17, wherein the validating com-
prises verifying that the first security token and the second
security token are signed.

21. A method comprising:

receiving, by a computing device, a request for access to
content, the request comprising at least two security
tokens, wherein a first security token of the at least two
security tokens comprises a content-management-re-
lease identifier of the content, and a second security
token of the at least two security tokens comprises the
content-management-release identifier of the content
and a delivery-system-release identifier of the content,
wherein the delivery-system-release identifier is differ-
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23. The method of claim 22, wherein the delivery server
communicates with a web-browser plugin that enables play-
back of the content.

24. The method of claim 21, comprising:

communicating with an authorization-system server to

receive the request for the access to the content.

25. The method of claim 21, comprising:

providing a listing of available content, wherein the listing

of available content comprises the content.

26. The method of claim 21, comprising:

receiving a request for the content; and

providing the content,

wherein the content is decryptable using the decryption

key.

27. The method of claim 26,

wherein the content is stored in a plurality of formats on the

computing device, and

wherein the provided content is in a format of the plurality

of formats that is compatible with a user device.

28. The method of claim 21, wherein providing the decryp-

ent from the content-management-release identifier; and 20 tion key for the content comprises sending the decryption key

in response to the request for access being validated, pro-
viding a decryption key for the content.
22. The method of claim 21, wherein the computing device
comprises a delivery server.

to a user device.
29. The method of claim 11, wherein the computing device
is a user device.



